THE COUNTER-OFFENSIVE

nations into submission by destroying their capital*
cities/ said Marshal Foch in 1926. His forecast was
confirmed in Spain. It has been confirmed in China.
It is now being confirmed in Britain.
The second and difficult way is the bombing of
selected military objectives. It is the scientific and
profitable way. It can win a war, for its effect must
ultimately be to reduce your enemy to impotence.
You can disarm him at source. That is the root and
the justification of the bombing of military objec-
tives. But it is much the more difficult way. It de-
mands a high degree of skill in the bombing crews
and of precision in their instruments. It cannot be
carried out with success if the crews are half-
trainedj the bomb-sights inferior and the methods
of stowing and releasing the bombs crude. It is the
less wasteful way. It does not result in a high pro-
portion of the bombs being dumped on waste
ground or open country. It deposits them where^ so
to speak, they will pay for their cost.
It is the second way which the Royal Air Force
follow. The pilots, navigators, observers and bomb-
aimers of that Force are probably the most highly
trained in the world. The equipment is in all
respects, first-class. The air crews are subject to the
most strict operational orders in regard to the pre-
cise object of their sorties. They must not dump
their bombs at random. Primary and alternative
objectives are assigned to them and the exact posi-
tion of each is most carefully mapped. There is
nothing of chance-taking in British bombing
methods. Military objectives alone are aimed at;